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TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0002] The following disclosure relates generally to computer networks, and more 

particularly to performing multiple analysis techniques in parallel when processing 
data transmitted through a network. 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] The Internet has emerged as a critical commerce and communications 

platform for businesses and consumers worldwide. The dramatic growth in the 
number of Internet users, coupled with the increased availability of powerful new 
tools and equipment that enable the development, processing, and distribution of 
data across the Internet, have led to a proliferation of Internet-based applications. 
These applications include e-commerce, e-mail, electronic file transfers, and 
online interactive applications. As the number of users of and uses for the 
Internet increases, so does the complexity and volume of Internet traffic. Because 
of this traffic and its business potential, a growing number of companies are 
building businesses around the Internet and developing mission-critical business 
applications to be provided by the Internet. 

[0004] Existing enterprise data networks ("EDNs") that support e-commerce 

applications are straining under the demand to provide added performance and 
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